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Da. She should not have taken it so, sir; she knows it is but in jest.
Fa. But you do not know whether it may be all in jest or no.
Da. Nay, sir ; I am sure all our share in it was in jest; if there is anything in it, I should have talked in another way.
(Here she was very inquisitive icith her father to know if there was anything in it or not, at wldcJi he only smiled.)
Da. Nay, sir, then I understand how it is.
Fa. Well, child; how will you take it, to see your youngest sister married before you ?
Da. 0, very well, sir, I shall be very glad of it, if it be for her good : but if I were to speak my mind, I should say something to her about it, that, it may be, there may be occasion for.
Fa. Well, pray speak your mind then.
Da. Why, sir, for all my sister's bantering her, I must own, our youngest sister will not be easily pleased in a husband, as times go now.
Fa. How do you mean, child ?
Da. Why, sir, I mean, that though she may be the first of us that shall be asked, she may be the last of us that will be married.
Fa. Ay, my girl! is it so with you then ? what, have you been both making your bargains without me; and they are so near concluding ? that's very hard.
Da. Dear father, how could you have .such a thought of us! you are quite wrong ; you don't understand me at all.
fa. Nay, how can \ understand you any other way ? if it is not so, explain yourself.
Da. Sir, I mean that my sister will not be easily pleased; she will scarce take the first that comes, I dare say.